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Shutting down the single largest source of zero-carbon electricity in the 

downstate area jeopardizes the economy, safety, and well-being of New 

Yorkers, while contributing to catastrophic climate change. 

 

 

 The Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant (IP) generates 80% of the clean electricity (24% of the 

total) in downstate New York (Albany on south, NYC, and the surrounding metro area).1   

 The agreement between New York State, Entergy (the plant’s owner), and Riverkeeper (a local 

antinuclear group) to close IP was signed in early 20172 without public notice or participation. 

 Despite a greater appreciation of climate change (NYC declared a “Climate Emergency” in 2019)3 

there is scant awareness that the first reactor (IP2) will permanently close in April 2020, 

followed by the second reactor (IP3) in April 2021, resulting in significant additional pollution from 

fossil fuel-fired generation. 

 Despite Governor Cuomo’s assurance at the time that replacement power will have “no new 

carbon emissions,”4 these resources are not yet available. The agreement had the foresight to 

include a provision to delay closure by up to 4 years if needed. 

 New York grid operator NYISO’s deactivation report5 shows that IP will be replaced primarily by 

methane gas-fired generation at Cricket Valley Energy (online since March 2020) and CPV 

Valley (operational since October 2018), making New York’s electricity grid more fossil fuel-

dependent than it has been since 2000. 

 Opposition to transmission projects6 prevents upstate wind and Canadian hydro power from 

reaching renewable-starved7 downstate NY, where solar and wind provide only 2% of electricity.1 

Approval and construction of needed transmission projects remain highly uncertain.   

 A recent comprehensive report from the Citizens Budget Commission, an influential think tank, 

found that the projected expansion of solar and wind was “likely infeasible.”8 

 The closure of IP means NY is going backward in terms of both GHG emissions and public 

safety, for no rational or scientifically supportable reason.9 This is antithetical to combating 

climate change and is in direct opposition to NY’s stated policy of reducing its carbon footprint. 

 IP’s closure will increase annual CO2-equivalent emissions by ~12-15 million metric tons, 

exacerbating global climate change.10 Emissions from NY’s power generation will increase 27-

29% after IP3’s closure in 2021,11,12 endangering the state’s ability to meet its nation-leading 

goals in the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA). 

 Electricity from wind projects offshore Long Island will not even start to service NYC until 

2028,13 and recent federal actions may cause substantial additional delays.14 

 Switching from IP2’s electricity to gas-fired generation will likely induce 75 cardiovascular 

disease-related deaths per year from increased particulate matter pollution.15 This would hurt 

the downstate economy $731 million per year, using EPA’s Value of Statistical Life.16 The number 
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of preventable deaths could double with the closure of IP3 in April 2021. Regulated nuclear 

power is the safest source of energy worldwide,17 and the IP generators have operated safely 

for 54 years.18 Risks of an extremely low-probability nuclear accident19 need to be balanced 

against documented health effects associated with outdoor air pollution. 

 IP’s shutdown will result in additional fossil fuel burning at some of the dirtiest gas- and oil- 

“peaker” plants in NYC, mostly located in poor and minority areas in the City.20 

 Closing IP will reduce the reliability of the electric grid serving downstate New York, possibly 

causing widespread power outages, brownouts, and increased power costs.21 

 While closure can be postponed until clean energy sources become available, the operator would 

likely need to be compensated with Zero Emission Credits, currently only afforded to upstate 

nuclear plants.22   
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